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' What is claimed is: 

1. A method of improving plant grovvTiig conditions over a specified area of soil, 
comprising the steps of: 

aerating the soil of the specified area by punching unifonn holes in a unifoim 
5 pattern m the area ; 

applykg a selected granular aggregate aniformly over the ai-ea to at least partially 
.fill ihe aerating holes, 

applying soO"'umendments imifonnly over the ai^ea; and 
smoothing the area us.ing a drag mat to even the distribution of the applied 
10 selected granular aggi'egate and cause the surface of the area to have a smooth 
appearance. 

2. The method according to claim I and includins the additional step of 
moistenins "die area with water before aeratius the soil. 

4. The method according to claim 1 where-in the gi'anular aggregate is sand. 
15 5. The method accordiiig to claim 2 wherem the soil amendments include 

compost 

6. Tne method according to claim 2 whereiQ the soil amendments mclude 
fertilizer. 

7. The method according to claim 2 wherem the soil amendments iaclude 
20 c omp 0 st and fertilizer. 

8. The method according to claim 1 wherein a myconhizal fungus is applied 
before the application of the gi'anular aggregate. 
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9. A vehicle for transportmg and distributina aiaBuiar material, said vehicle 
comDiismg: 

a truck chassis having a hopper body theieon; 

a couveyer iTmning the leagth of the bottom inside siirface of the hopper in 
5 contact with the gianulai" material said conveyer, eTCiending beyond the rear end of the 
tiiick chassis for discharging said gi'anular materiaL the discharge point being elevated 
approximately four feet from the ground; 

means for controlling the speed of said conveyer; and 
means for regulating the rate of dischai'Q;e of said aranular material from said 
1 0 hopper to said conveyer. 

10. The vehicle accorduig to claim 9 wherein said conveyer is driven by a 
hydraulic motor and the means for controlling the speed of said conveyer is by varying 
the speed of said hydraulic motor. 

1 1. Tae vehicle accordiag to claim 10 wherein the means for reguJating the rate of 
15 discharge of said granular material from said hopper to said conveyer mcludes a 

veiiicaily shdeable gate in an opeiiing at the rear end of said hopper, said gate being 
slideable to regulate the si2e of said opening; and 
a hydraulic cylinder for sHdmg said sate. 

20 
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aud seochi^s a granule max.nal appUad 



12. A drag mat for e 

. .^ecified ai-ea of soil, said mat comprising: 
ovet a bpecmea ai ^^^^ 

f c . closed rectangular shape, said ftame bavin, 
a risid frame forming a cio^ea . 

edge and a trailing edge; ,,,£ace of said 

..e*Uu>c=s.e»a«ac.d.osa..a.e.ofo»a.o.o.»fac 

r -iipnAm^ edaeofsaid 

means for attaclimg tlie leadm^ ea^e 

10 over a surface. _ x-,,^ed usina angle iron 

. ...rdrn^ to claim 12 wherem sard ngrd frame is roimed . 

Ike drag mat aoLOiuxii^ 

tav^g a^s of appro,d»..ely 1" x T . 

,3 d,a. mat according to clai=. H *re. ^"^^ 
, , .„ -Ue leadtoa ed. of said fia.e is approxtoatal, 3/8» s,aa.-e, 

15 
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